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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, PK, AF 

SUBJECT: GHAFFAR KHAN RELEASED 

1 . AUGUST 28 PAK PRESS CARRIES ANNOUNCEMENT THAT PM HAS 
ORDERED RELEASE FROM CUSTODY OF ABDUL GHAFFAR KHAN, FORMER 
"RED SHIRT” LEADER, PATER FAMILIAS OF THE NAP AND 
WALI KHAN'S FATHER. 

ANNOUNCEMENT ADDS THAT RELEASE HAS BEEN ORDERED DUE 
TO GHAFFER KHAN'S OLD AGE AND IN VIEW OF THE START 
OF RAMAZAN. 

3. THIS STEP, AN OFT-STATED AFGHAN PRECONDITION FOR 
NORMALIZATION OF PAK/AFGHAN RELATIONS, WILL MAKE THE 
ATMOSPHERE IN THE DAYS AHEAD MORE CONDUCIVE TO 
REACHING AGREEMENT ON THE MAJOR ISSUES WHICH DIVIDE 
THE TWO SIDES. 
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